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the flame of rebellion in the hearts of the op-
pressed multitude. In 1837 the pinch of poverty
was felt so severely among the masses in Lan-
cashire that thousands of people paraded the
streets of Manchester demanding bread from
the shopkeepers on the plea that they and their
families were starving ; and the next year and
the next were also years of privation. In 1839,
in consequence of the dearness of corn and tea,
and the want of employment, riots broke out,
shops were sacked, and there was great destruc-
tion of property. On June I4th of that year
the Chartists had presented a petition to Parlia-
ment signed by upwards of one million two
hundred thousand persons, but the committee
that was moved for in response to this appeal
was refused, and riots followed in London,
Birmingham, Manchester, Newcastle, and other
places, and a general insurrection was feared.
The famous five points of the charter, it is in-
teresting to recall, now that later concessions
make them appear so moderate, were universal
suffrage, vote by ballot, annual parliaments,
paid members, and the abolition of the property
qualification. In 1841 corn rose in six weeks
from 635. 5<#. to 68s. zd. per quarter, and it had
by this time become evident that the principles
of the Anti-Corn Law League would have to be
adopted if the country was to be saved from
industrial collapse. Matters were in such a
serious pass that one person in every eleven was
a pauper, and one in every five hundred was
committed for trial. It was in this year that
the Common Council of the City of London
reported that Protection left " manufacturers